
VETERANS COUNCIL OF CHATHAM COUNTY, INC. 

POST OFFICE BOX 16561 

SAVANNAH, GA 31416 

Joe Higgins, Chairman 

(THE VOICE OF 28 VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS)  

 

2025-Vets-Day-Parade-Application-Fillable.pdf 
 
2025-Parade-Ad-form-for-Community-Supporters-Fillable.pdf 
 
 
Minutes of the 8 September 2025 VCofCC meeting;  
 
  

 The meeting was called to order at 1900 hours by Chairman Joe Higgins at 
American Legion Post 184. The meeting was recorded live on Facebook.   

 Chaplin Billy Cope- gave the opening invocation 
 The National Anthem was played, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The 

POW/MIA flag posted by Sgt of Arms Mike Ball 
 Info from CSM Favor- 2nd Harvest on HAAF will be tomorrow Sept 9th. 
 Guest 1: Christina Lawrence- Heads Up Guidance Service (HUGS) for Low cost 

to Counseling & Mental health services. 
 Guest 2: Garlana Matthews- Lyons Club of Savannah, to purchase/ sponsor a 

tree for Marines. 
 Roll Call- By Chairman Higgins & passed out Envelopes to a rep from each 

organization. 
  
Treasurer Report: Bank has changed name from First Chatham Bank to Cadence 
Bank. Starting balance $10,633.04 and ending balance $12,738.04 
Ads- make sure to sell 
 
Sickness & Distress: Phil William passed away, Chairman Higgins upcoming tests, & 
Chaplin Billy Cope has hernia operation.  
 
Committee Reports: 

Sr Vice: Awards- Absent 
Jr Vice: Brady- * was trying to get US Secretary of Veterans Affairs for parade  
and Gala no response.  

• Working on getting in touch with Martin Hutto from Plant Riverside to plan for the 
Paris Island Marine Band to come play for November 9th. 

• Bands- have been contacted (Andrews High School, McIntosh Academy, & 
Toombs Co. 

 



Chairman Higgins announced he has a Speaker for GALA- Commissioner for GA 
Veterans Services – Dr. Patricia Ross 

Jr Vice: Gardner: 

• Activities- 2nd Harvest/ community service: this month Aug between 1-15th for AL 
184, 16-31st My Veterans Palce. Dues are now available on our website for each 
organization to pay for 2026. 

• $25 for shirts or tanks our special edition still for Sale. 
• 2nd Harvest- Sept 12 at Memorial stadium  NEEDING volunteers starts at 7am it 

starts at 8am. 
• Grill & Chill- will be at the VA clinic Wednesday Sept- 10th from 11-1. 15 vendors 

and resource fair. 
• Parade Adj-McGrath- absent – application/ads for Parade coming soon via email.  
• Ads will be due 1st week of October. 

Veterans GALA- November 7th 

Veterans Day Parade- November 11th 

We are removing the WWI memorial service due to the low attendance. 
   
Home - Veterans Council of Chatham County 
(Click the link to see Community service) 
  
Old Business:   

• Recognized 2024-2025 Veteran of the Year: Ed Gizara 
• Update your social media. 
• Email events you would like us to place on Master Calendar. 
• BRICKS- We have a guy that will be coming down in next 2-3 weeks to do the order 

of 50 bricks these will be done with the bricks in place. 

  

New Business:  

• Voting for The Women Veterans of Coastal Veterans of Coastal Empire Inc. to 
become a part of the Veterans Council motion from Mike Ball, second was Harry 
Gardner- Motion Passed. 

• By-laws Admendments- in the packets passed out at this meeting revisions are in 
RED. We will Vote in October for these changes. 

  

Good of the Order: 

• VOY nominating Committee will meet this Saturday September 13th at 12pm here at 
AL 135. 
o If the commander or president of unit cannot attend must have letter with 

letterhead stating who will represent the organization. 
• Veterans Day Program ADS are due by OCTOBER 1st NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! 
• Theme from Program & Parade- Women Veterans 

 
 



Announcements: 

Post 135 - ALR Meeting & Greet Sept 13th from 5-9pm 
Aux Ghost in the Post is Oct 25th from 6-11pm 

VVA 671 - POW/MIA- SEPT 19th @ 6pm; Emmett Park- decorations need assistance 
setup Thursday 18th 10am, Takedown Sunday Sept 20th 3pm. 

Meal Tonight was provided by: US Paratroopers 
October Meal: Veterans Council 

Chaplin-Billy Cope- gave the closing invocation 
Sgt of Arms- Mike Ball recovered POW/ MIA Flag 

Meeting Closed at 7:43 pm 
Next Meeting October 6th, 2025 
Secretary, 
Michelle Holton 

VOY OF YEAR Candidate’s for 2025-2026 
(Billy Cope & Sam Currie)  
below are the nominations. 

Lt. Gen John N. McLaughlin 
Post 1943 

P.O. Box 16344 
Savannah, GA 31416 

Chairman Joe Higgins 

Veterans Council of Chatham County 

P.O. Box 16561 
Savannah, Georgia 31416 

Mr. Higgins, 

This is to advise you, pursuant to the vote of the general membership of our organization, 
that the following veteran has been selected as our nominee for Veteran of the Year 2025-2026: 
William M. Cope. 

William M. (Billy) Cope is a member in good standing of this organization, a unit of the Veterans 



Council of Chatham County, and a veteran of a military branch of service of the United States. As 
such, he qualifies for nomination under Article XI, Section 1 of the Veterans Council By-Laws. I 
hereby certify the policy and By-Laws of the Veterans Council have been followed in this selection 
process. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Robbie McGrath Commander 
Catholic War Veterans Post 1943 

 
 
 

William M. (Billy) Cope 

Billy Cope was born in Savannah, Georgia on August 19, 1947, to Ralph M. (WWII) & Mary E. 
Cope. He was educated in the local public school system, graduating from Groves High School in 
1965. While in school he was a member of the junior ROTC program attaining the rank of major in 
his senior year. He also was a reporter for the school paper with several accolades for writing by 
his teachers. 

After completion of Air Force Basic Military Training, Billy was assigned to the 1171n Tactical Air Control 
Squadron as security forces and later transferred to the 1551n Communications Flight as a telephone 
maintenance technician. Sergeant Cope was instrumental in the implementation of the Closed-Circuit 
Television Cable Plant at the 1551n Air Wing. He served as lead technician in the construction of the 
Local Area Network and was an essential part of mission accomplishments of the unit. 

Sergeant Cope was sent on temporary assignment to the Combat Readiness Training Center in 
Mississippi to assist with upgrades to the base telephone and public address system. He performed 
extensive quality control measures by installing, mapping, and maintaining the Wing's 
telecommunications equipment infrastructure directly impacting the unit's combat readiness 
capabilities. 

While serving as the computer network, switching and cryptographic systems communications 
manager the base communications system was struck by lightning resulting in a complete 
shutdown of the system. Senior Master Sergeant Cope's professional skill, knowledge and 
leadership aided in the complete restoration of the base communications systems which are 
essential in the daily mission requirements. Through his devotion to duty, the internet network, 
server and telephone system were fully restored in less than two weeks. 

Billy is a past Commander of the Catholic War Veterans Post 1943. His leadership as commander 
resulted in over three hundred memorial crosses installed at the Catholic Cemetery. The crosses 
represent Veterans who served across all services and the many different conflicts over the years. He 
sponsored a Christmas program where members of post 1943 collect Christmas gifts for the soldiers' 
children at Hunter Army Airfield and distributed during the holiday season. He currently serves as the 
Chaplain for the Chatham County Veterans Council. 

Billy's volunteerism and service before self is indicative of the number of civic and military 
organizations in which he serves. Billy Cope is an exemplary veteran, and his record speaks for 
itself. He is most deserving of recognition as the Chatham County Veterans Council Veteran of the 
Year 2025/2026. 

Civic Organizations: 
Knights of Columbus Council 631 Past Grand Knight 



 

4th Degree Assembly 173, member 

St. Patrick's Day Parade Committee. member 1989 Ancient Order 
of Hibernians, member 2015 
Irish Heritage Society, Past President Police 
Emerald Society, member, 2015 Friendly Sons of 
St. Patrick, member, 2015 Shenanigans Society 
member, 2015 
Communications Workers of America Union Retired Members Local 3220, Current President 

 
Military Organizations: 
Catholic War Veterans Post 1943, Past Commander, Current 1sT Vice Commander American Legion 

Post 36, Current 1st Vice Commander 
40&8 La Societe des Quaranta Hammes et Huit Chevaux , member, 2019 Savannah 
Association of Flying Air National Guardsmen, member, 2007 Gray Eagles Club 
Veterans Council of Chatham County, member, 2019 

 
Military Service: 

Enlisted Air National Guard, 1965, 117th Tactical Air Control Squadron Basic 
Training, Lackland AFB Graduated, October 1965 
Air Police School, Graduated, December 1965 11?TH Air 
Control Sq., 1965-1972 
165THMilitary Airlift Wing, 1972-2007 

Retired August 2007, E-8 Senior Master Sergeant 
 

 
Military Courses: 

Air Police Supervisors Course, 1968 Law 
Enforcement 81271, 1975 
Telephone Installer 86274, 1981 NCO 
Academy in Residence, 1994 Senior NCO 
Course, 1994 Decorations and Awards: 
AF Achievement Medal 1 Device, Meritorious Svc Medal 1 Device, AF Comm Medal 1 Device, 

Global War on Terrorism, AF Training Medal, National Def Medal, AF LGY SVC Award 7 Devices, SM 
Arms Expert Ribbon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SAVANNAH POST 135, AMERICAN LEGION, INC 

1108 BuH Street 
Savannah, GA 31401 
Phone(912)233-9277 
Facebook: American Legion Post 135 - Georgia 

Chairman Joe Higgins 
Veterans Council of Chatham County 
P.O. Box 16561 
Savannah, GA 31416 

Commander - Michael Ball 
Adjutant- JeffBalkom 
Website - http://alpostl35.com 
Email - info@alpostl35.com 

Re: Nomination of Samuel Lamar Currie as Chatham County Veteran of the Year, 2025-2026 

Savannah Post 135, American Legion Department of Georgia, does hereby nominate Samuel L. 
Currie to the position of Chatham County Veteran of the Year 2025-2026. 

Sam Currie is a member of many Veteran Organizations within the Chatham County Veterans 
Council, specifically American Legion Post 135 and the Birthplace Chapter of the Mighty 8th 
Historical Society. 

Sam Currie has proven himself to be an invaluable member of all the organizations joined and 
always working behind the scenes to elevate the Veterans and Veteran Organizations. 

Sam is a member in good standing in the American Legion Post 135, where he currently holds 
the position of Finance Officer as well as a voting member of the Executive Board. Having held 
the position as 1st, 2nd, Senior Vice Commander and being elected to the position of Post 135 
Commander which 



he served two years. He has exhibited great leadership attributes in all assigned and elected 
American Legion positions. 

He serves as the Past Chairman of the Membership Committee, which again exceeded 100 
percent of the set goals - resulting in state and National Commander recognition. 

Sam continues to strive for the well-deserved public recognition of Veteran and civic 
organizations and individuals, particularly Law Enforcement, EMT's and Fire Fighters. He 
also contributes in the annual coat drives for local distribution with People Helping People of 
Savannah and the Social Apostolate. 

Sam also helped facilitate Post 135 and Birth Place Chapter of the Mighty Eighth Air Force in 
support of  the Second Harvest Food Bank and execution of a food drive for the local 
Veterans Clinic Food Pantry. With his increased emphasis on the membership's community 
service, we are now able to document many hours of service each month. 

Samuel Currie has been a Veteran and community volunteer in the Savannah area for the 
last 15 years across a myriad of organizations, events and venues. 

In the Veterans Community: 
Veterans Council: - Delegate to the council, representing American Legion Post 135 and the 
Broughton Street Veterans Day flag team for years. 

Flags for the Fallen: -Assisted in the requisition of the 26,000 plus 48-star flags in 2020 to 
present day. This now legacy Memorial Day event at the National Museum leading to the 
Mighty 8th Air Force receiving national recognition for providing a visual representation of the 
26,000 young men lost by the Eighth AirForce Command during WWII. 

National Museum of the Mighty 8th Air Force: - Sam has volunteered at the Mighty 8th for 
over 13 years. He has been involved with the restoration of the "City of Savannah" B-17G 
bomber since fall of 2013. He has held a variety of roles, initially in the B-17 restoration 
project as a Volunteer, Crew Chief and elevated to the position as the Project Manager and now 
holds the position as the Operations Supervisor. 

Team Rubicon: - Sam joined Veteran friendly "Team Rubicon" in 2014, impressed with their ability 
to provide disaster relief outside the bureaucracy and politics. 
Birthplace Chapter of the Mighty 8th Historical Society: - Sam Currently holds the position as 
Vice President of the Birthplace Chapter and is an active member participating in events like the 
monthly board meetings to include the monthly Birthplace dinner. Active in the upcoming Warbird 
RC Fly*In and annual Wick Searcy Annual Clay Shoot fundraisers. 
Member of the Gray Eagles Society, Savannah Association of Flying Air Guardsmen, Professional 
Loadmaster Association, Air Force Association 



Sam Currie retired from the U.S. Air Force, Georgia Air National Guard and the Civil Service. 
Attaining 38 years of service and accumulating 11,897 flying hours which include 3,200 plus hours of 
Combat and Combat support flying time in both C-SA and C-130E, H, H2 aircraft. This time in 
service involved many operations from Vietnam, Rwanda, Bosnia, Panama, Granada, Gulf War, 
Second Gulf War, Afghanistan, Horn of Africa. To include numerous humanitarian missions in the 
United States and around the world. 
He retired as Chief Master Sergeant (E-9) superintendent of the Georgia Air National Guard, 165 
Airlift Wing, 158th Airlift Squadron Load-master Section. 

In summary, Sam is a valuable member of both the Veteran's and Savannah area community and is 
very deserving of this recognition as "Veteran of the Year"! 

Michael W Ball 
Commander 
Savannah Post 135 
American Legion Department of Georgia 
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